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The Witnessed and Unwitnessed Crimes Committed Through Modern
Information Technology and the Applicability of Laws and Provisions to
Them

Mehdi Hassan

Abstract:

This study aimed to examine the adequacy of the legal provisions in the
Lebanese Penal Code concerning defamation and slander crimes affecting
reputation and to assess the extent to which these provisions cover crimes
committed through electronic media. Additionally, it explored the legal
coverage of defamation and slander crimes under the Electronic Transactions
and Personal Data Law No. 81, dated 10/10/2018. In this context, studying
crimes related to reputation infringement through electronic means provides a
fertile ground for assessing the sufficiency of the Lebanese Penal Code
provisions on defamation and slander in addressing such crimes committed via
modern information technology. Accordingly, this issue forms the core of the
research problem. The study concludes that with the enactment of the
Electronic Transactions and Personal Data Law No. 81/2018, Article 209 of the
Penal Code was amended to consider electronic means as a publication
medium. It was also determined that the conditions of publication and publicity
for defamation and slander crimes are fulfilled through modern information
technology. The amendment to Article 209 has resolved the issue of whether
electronic means constitute a form of publication, thereby eliminating judicial
interpretation discrepancies and ensuring compliance with the principle of
legality in crimes and penalties. Consequently, we find that the current legal
provisions in Lebanese legislation regarding defamation and slander crimes are
sufficient for application in cases where the offense occurs via modern
information technology. However, we recommend that the Lebanese legislator
enact a specific law covering all types of cybercrimes.

Keywords: Witnessed crimes, unwitnessed crimes, modern information
technology.
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