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Abstract

This study examines the legal framework governing judicial oversight of sovereign
acts, a topic widely debated in public law due to the delicate balance it seeks
between the principle of legality and the State’s need to exercise its supreme
powers. The research focuses on the statutory and doctrinal foundations of the
theory of sovereign acts in both the Saudi legal system and Egyptian law, while
also addressing the position of Islamic jurisprudence and its compatibility with
excluding certain acts from judicial review.

Particular attention is given to the role of the Saudi Board of Grievances under
Article 14 of its revised law. By analyzing selected judicial decisions, the study
identifies how the Board has contributed to defining the boundaries of sovereign
acts and clarifying the limits of judicial scrutiny. The findings indicate that
administrative courts hold discretionary authority in classifying an act as
sovereign, forming a significant exception to the principle of legality and requiring
explicit legal provisions that clearly outline this exception.

The study further concludes that compensation for damages resulting from
sovereign acts is legally feasible without undermining their sovereign nature, an
approach supported by Islamic principles and comparative legal systems. This
ensures a balanced relationship between the State’s exercise of sovereign authority

and the protection of individual rights.
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Ultimately, the research establishes that determining whether an act qualifies as a
sovereign act is a judicial matter based on lack of jurisdiction, while ongoing
doctrinal and judicial debates continue to shape the scope and compensability of

such acts

Keywords: Judicial oversight, sovereign acts, theory of sovereign acts
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