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Astrology between Religion and Myth in '"One Thousand and One
Nights"

Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of astrology in One Thousand and One Nights
through its relationship with the religious and popular beliefs associated with the
movement of stars and planets since ancient times. Early societies observed natural
phenomena, such as the succession of day and night and the changing of seasons, and
linked them to celestial bodies, believing in their influence on human life and destiny.
From these perceptions emerged astrological practices that sought to uncover the
unseen and predict fate through observing the heavens and the movements of stars and
planets. While astronomy later developed as a science grounded in observation and
experimentation, astrology remained connected to myths, popular beliefs, and
supernatural interpretations. This research aims to explore the representation of
astrology in the tales of One Thousand and One Nights, analyze the interaction between
characters and astrologers or predictions of the future, and examine the extent to which
these portrayals correspond to or differ from the official Islamic perspective. It also

traces the intellectual and cultural roots of astrology and investigates its narrative and
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symbolic functions within the stories. The study adopts a comparative analytical
approach. It first discusses the concept of astrology in Islamic sources, including the
Qur’an, the Prophetic Sunnah, and classical works of exegesis and hadith, before
analyzing narrative models involving astrologers, fortune-telling, and claims of
knowledge of the unseen in the tales. The research compares religious discourse, which
rejects associating human destiny with celestial movements, with popular narratives in
which astrology functions as a means of predicting events and shaping destinies. The
study concludes that One Thousand and One Nights presents a complex image of
astrology that combines popular heritage, narrative imagination, and religious-cultural
influences, reflecting the interaction between popular imagination and religious

discourse in shaping Arab collective consciousness.

Keywords: One thousand and one nights, astrology, popular beliefs, islamic doctrine,

folk narrative.
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