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Abstract

There is no doubt that research on the
civil liability of contractors in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) is of
utmost importance, notably as most of
the practitioners of law in KSA are
quite averse to this field of specialty.
However, this field constitutes the
basis for the prosperity and
advancement of KSA in all walks of
life, commensurate with the Saudi
Vision for 2030. Therefore, perfect
coordination need be made by the
competent parties, represented by the
Bureau of Experts at the Council of
Ministers, for enacting a law
governing the civil transactions. At
present, such law is deemed as a
complex statute based on Sharia as a
main source of law in addition to
several laws promulgated by royal
decrees. Hence, there is no codified
law of civil transaction worked out in
compliance with statutory provisions
set forth as an organized regulatory
framework. Accordingly, the
contractor liability has not been
leveraged to keep abreast with the
developments of the Saudi real estate
market, whether during construction
or after it, and to tackle numerous
problems arising out of the
implementation of both public and
private building and construction
contracts. Such shortcoming in this
field is seen everywhere in the world.
The subject matter of this Study
purports that civil liability covers the
deficiencies of whatever type and
source occurring in the buildings
during and after construction. Some
deficiencies  are  covered by
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contractual liability while others are
covered by tortious liability. There is
another liability of a special nature
and with special rules independent
from the general rules of contractual,
tortious or subjective liability. By
formulating the  provisions  of
contractor liability, the legislator aims
at assuring the safety of real estate
and underscoring the necessity of
keeping the real estate as defect-free
as possible to avoid the gross
damages caused by the cracks or
collapses of buildings as well as the
damages incurred by third parties.
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