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The competitiveness of Egyptian tomato exports in the international markets

Focusing on the Saudi market

Abstract

Exports of vegetable crops occupy great importance in Egyptian agricultural exports,
especially fresh tomatoes, but the amount of exports, especially tomatoes in the
fresh image, is not in proportion to Egypt's capabilities in that field, which
necessitates the need to work to double production of tomatoes and encourage
exports to achieve a surplus Contributes to increasing the proceeds of agricultural
exports and increasing Egypt's foreign exchange earnings. Therefore, the research
aimed to identify the competitiveness of tomatoes in the Saudi market and
international markets during the period (2004-2018). In achieving its objectives, the
research relied on using both the descriptive and quantitative economic method. The
research found a set of results, the most important of which is that by calculating the
competitiveness indicators, it was found that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is at the
forefront of the countries importing from Egypt, and that the price competitiveness
index is not in favor of Egyptian exports, reaching about 210%, which indicates the
weak price competitiveness of tomatoes. Egyptian market in the Saudi market,
where the export price of Egypt is higher than that of the most important competing
countries in the Saudi market. Therefore, the study recommends expanding the
cultivation of tomatoes in new lands with high specifications free of pesticides and
pollution and in accordance with the terms of safety and phytosanitary and opening
new markets for fresh tomatoes in international markets that are characterized by
great demand, taking into account appropriate competitive prices. And work to
reduce tomato export prices in proportion to the prices of competing countries in the
Saudi market, to increase the share of fresh Egyptian tomatoes in proportion to the
production and export potential of Egyptian tomatoes.
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